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for a livelihood. He pursued his elementary
studies at the parochial school of St. Joseph and
at St. Xavier's College, Cincinnati. On July 14,
1875, he entered the Society of Jesus at Floris-
sant, Mo. From 1878 to 1881 he was on the
faculty of Creighton University, Omaha, Nebr.
His studies in philosophy were begun in 1881 at
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo., and were
completed in 1884 at Woodstock College, Wood-
stock, Md. While at the latter seminary he met
Father John T. Hedrick, who for four years had
been assistant astronomer at the observatory of
the Argentine Republic, and through him Rig-
ge's interest in problems of the heavens was
awakened. From 1884 to 1887 he taught at St.
Ignatius College, Chicago, 111. Returning to
Woodstock in 1887 to follow his theological
studies, he was there ordained to the priesthood
by the late Cardinal Gibbons on Aug. 24, 1890.
From 1891 to 1895 he taught at St. Louis Uni-
versity, and in the latter year became profes-
sional astronomer at the Georgetown College
observatory, Washington, D. C. His researches
here, conducted under the supervision of Father
John G. Hagen, were interrupted by reason of
serious eye trouble and he returned, in 1896, to
Creighton University, where he remained as di-
rector of the Creighton Observatory until his
death.

Rigge contributed liberally to the literature of
mathematics and astronomy. For more than
twenty years he furnished to Popular Astronomy
the eclipse maps, of planets and bright stars.
These maps materially assist amateur astrono-
mers in observing these phenomena while they
eliminate the drudgery of long and, at times, in-
tricate computations, He was also a frequent
contributor to the American Mathematical
Monthly, School Science and Mathematics, the
Scientific American, the Astronomische Nach-
richten, and the Astrophysical Journal. A sen-
sational achievement to his credit was in con-
nection with a notable criminal case at Omaha,
during which, by a study of the sun's shadows in
a snapshot, he established an alibi for a defendant,
arraigned on a charge of placing dynamite with
malicious intent, by fixing the time at which the
snapshot, produced as evidence at the trial, was
taken. Rigge constructed a compound harmonic
machine, which was a decided improvement on
all preceding machines of its kind. Its func-
tionings prompted him to publish a volume, en-
entitled Harmonic Curves (1926), a pioneer
work with the avowed purpose of encouraging
study of this type of mathematical tracings. An-
other publication of his, The Graphic Construc-
tion of Eclipses and Occupations (1924), was
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of special interest to the professional astrono-
mer. Rigge held a fellowship in the Royal As-
tronomical Society of England, and membership
in the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, the American Astronomical
Society, the Societe Astronomique de France,
and the Nebraska Academy of Science.
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ington), Apr. 2, 1927.]                                  FAT

RIGGS, ELIAS (Nov. 19, iSio-Jan. 17, 1901),
missionary and linguist, son of Elias and Mar-
garet (Congar) Hudson Riggs, was born at
New Providence, N. J., where his father was
pastor of the Presbyterian church. He was a
descendant of Edward Riggs who came to New-
England in 1633, settling in Roxbury, Mass.
Possessing remarkable linguistic ability, Elias
was learning Greek at the age of nine and at
thirteen he began the study of Hebrew. He pre-
pared for college at his birthplace and at Am-
herst Academy. Entering Amherst College in
1825, he carried on simultaneously with the re-
quired courses private studies in Hebrew, Syriac,
Chaldee (Aramaic), Arabic, and modern Greek.
Graduating in 1829, he entered Andover Theo-
logical Seminary. The year he graduated from
this institution, 1832, he published A Manual of
the Chaldee Language; Containing a Chaldee
Grammar, ... a Chrestomathy, . . . a Vocabu-
lary. Subsequent editions appeared in 1842 and
1856. On Sept. 18, 1832, he married Martha
Jane, daughter of Johnston Dalzel of Mendham,
N.J.

Soon afterward he set sail for Greece as a
missionary of the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions. Until August
1834 he was associated with Jonas King at
Athens and partly occupied with translating the
Aramaic parts of the Bible into modern Greek.
In 1834 he was sent to Argos, where he and his
wife established a school for girls which flour-
ished until governmental interference led to its
abandonment four years later and Riggs's trans-
fer to Smyrna. There he worked among the
large Greek population until instructed in 1844
to turn his attention to the Armenians. From
1845 to I^52 ne was engaged on a translation of
the Scriptures into modern Armenian, published
in 1853. By-products of this work were his
Brief Grammar of the Modern Armenian Lan-
guage, as Spoken in Constantinople and Asia
Minor and A Vocabulary of Words Used in
Modern Armenian but not Found in the Ancient
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